


Have you tried Silly Spelling?
Silly Spelling is a great game that makes revision of graphemes lots of fun. 

Select a child’s name, eg Jodie. Discuss the sounds in this name: J-o-d-ie. Ask the students to suggest 
alternative spelling for this name by giving alternative graphemes for each sound, eg G ow dd ea. 
Only accept an alternative spelling if the student can justify each grapheme with a word example, 
eg G (as in giant), ow (as in snow), dd (as in saddle) and ea (as in seat). This is great practice for 
recalling different graphemes for each sound in the name. 

Once a list of alternative spelling has been created, allow students to read each one giving the most 
likely pronunciation for each word. This is great practice for identifying sounds for graphemes. Try 
the Silly Spelling Challenge in the column to the left. (Some students may become confused if they 
see List Words written as Silly Spelling so apply Silly Spelling to names only.)

More Ideas for using Art Templates
In the last edition of Making Waves we included several art activities using the Art Templates 
available in Sound Waves Teacher Resource Books B, 1, 2 and 3. However these large outlines of 
the icons for each sound aren’t just for art! 
Brainstorming
Enlarge the shape to create a large chart size that is perfect for brainstorming and listing words. 
These are ideas to brainstorm and list: 
	 •	 words with the focus sound, eg f  ff ph  words
	 •	 words with a particular blend, eg fl, fr
	 •	 rhyming words, eg words to rhyme with bank
	 •	 words with a particular grapheme, eg ai or ay
	 •	 as many graphemes as possible that represent the sound (include a word example for each)  
Alternatively, students can each have their own art template to record the brainstormed words as 
they are listed. 

Writing Activities
	 •	 write the List Words around the outline of the shape
	 •	 write silly sentences containing List Words inside the shapes. Challenge students to use at 	
		  least 3 List Words in each sentence.
	 •	 write Acrostic sentences for List Words. Each letter of the List Word starts one word in the 	
		  sentence, eg place – Pigs leave apple cores everywhere. 
	 •	 glue letters cut from magazines to spell the List Words
	 •	 practise writing List Words in fancy lettering or with a variety of colours or writing 		
		  instruments , eg markers, pens, chalk etc

Spelling Secrets
Most teachers have their favourite mnemonics (hints for remembering how to spell a word), eg

• Never believe a lie.  • a piece of pie   • You hear with your ear. 

You probably know many more.  Not all students remember these hints after being told or shown 
on the board. If students record them in a special book the chance of using the hints is increased 
and students also create their own spelling reference book. 

Describe how the book will be used to the class, then let students suggest names for the book 
and vote on the title to be used. (‘Spelling Secrets’ seems to be a popular choice.) Students can 
then label the book and decorate the cover or the title page. This process gives the students real 
ownership of their books and, as a result, they are keen to use it. 

Each week after exploring the List Words and discovering any special spelling hints, record any 
new hints in the ‘Spelling Secrets’ book. Doing this also encourages students to analyse words 
and discover their own spelling hints. 

We’d love to hear...
The Sound Waves team would love to receive feedback on your experiences with the Sound 
Waves Program. 
Your feedback will enable us to tailor the program to the needs of teachers and students 
more comprehensively.
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What common names could 
these silly spellings represent?

	P peyttu
	 Chorlle
	 Gaicearnn
	 Wrabbitt

See below for answers.

Silly Spelling 
Challenge

After a trial with some of 
our Sound Waves teachers, 
the Let’s Sing the Sounds 
CD will be available soon...

Coming soon!
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Track 1 Hear the Sounds
Listen and say the Sound Waves Sounds.

Track 2 Echo the Sounds
Echo the Sound Waves Sounds to a slow, happy beat—ideal for 
introducing the sounds to younger students. 

Track 3 Chant the Sounds
Sing the Sound Waves Chants while performing the actions or echo the 
sound for each chant while performing the actions.*

Track 4 Sing the Sounds
Sing the Sound Waves Sounds to a faster, bright beat—perfect for younger 
students to practise sound production.

Track 5 Finish the Chants 1
Track 6 Finish the Chants 2
Track 7 Finish the Chants 3
Track 8 Finish the Chants 4

Sing the Sound Waves Sounds that finishes the 
chants. Chants have been ordered randomly 
as a challenge. 

The tracks on –Let’s Sing the Sounds are ideal for 
introducing students to the phonemes of our language.
While they bop along to the beat they are–

• familiarising themselves with the phonemes
• listening to the correct pronounciation of each sound and
• practising correct sound pronounciation.

* See Sound Waves Teacher Resource Books p8–9 for a list of Sound 
Waves Chants and Actions.
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The next book of black line 
masters to challenge your 
super spellers...

Super Challenge 5 
Book Coming soon!
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